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 Engage students in texts they want to read

 Teach with lessons created for you

  Answer text-based questions and cite text  

evidence

 Apply comprehension strategies in real texts

 Support for English Language Learners



Reading Goals
•  Answer questions 

about key details.
•  Describe the 

connection between 
two pieces of 
information.

•  Understand multiple-
meaning words.

Engage Students
Warm Up
Have students share what they know about the weather. Ask: 
What is the weather like today? Is the weather always the 
same? What other kinds of weather are there? What kind of 
weather do you like best?

Cross-Curricular Perspective | SCIENCE

Tell students that most days when you look up into the sky, you 
will see clouds. Explain that clouds are made of tiny droplets of 
water that make rain and snow. There are many different kinds 
of clouds. Some are big and puffy and have many different 
shapes. Others are flat and gray, and still others are thin 
and wispy.

Make Connections
Before reading Rain, Wind, Sun, and Snow with students, talk 
about the Essential Question: What can we learn from the 
weather? Say: The weather affects us every day. What we wear 
depends on the weather. What would you wear if it was hot 
and sunny outside? What would you wear if it was cold? The 
weather also affects what we do for fun. What might you do on 
a hot day? What might you do on a rainy day?
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Writing Goals
•  Draw, tell, and write to 

explain a topic.
•  Supply information 

about the topic.
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Discuss the Book Respond with Text Evidence

STRATEGIC SUPPORT  ELL Targeted Support

Entering Bring students together for a picture walk of the book. Point to and name the 
animals, people, and objects on each page. For example, as you look at page 4, point to the 
butterfly and say: This is a butterfly. Have students repeat the word. Do the same with the 
leaves. Repeat for key objects on each page of the book.

(pages 4–5) On page 4, the text says that 
leaves protect butterflies from the rain. How 
do leaves protect butterflies?

Read the text and look at the illustration on 
page 5. What do people use to stay dry?

What details about how leaves protect 
butterflies do you learn from the illustration 
that you don’t learn from the text?

How does an umbrella protect a person in 
the same way a leaf protects a butterfly?

(pages 6–7) On pages 6 and 7, we learn that 
elephants and people spray themselves with 
water. Why do they do that?

What do the elephants use to spray 
themselves with water?

What do people use to spray themselves 
with water?

What details in the illustrations help you 
understand the text?

Vocabulary

weather (p. 3)
protect (p. 4)
travel (p. 12)
stormy (p. 14)

Focus on Genre
Direct students’ attention to Rain, Wind, Sun, and Snow. Say: This book is an 
example of informational text. It tells about what people and animals do in different 
kinds of weather. Illustrations help you understand the information in the text. Look at 
pages 4 and 5. What does the text tell you about what people and animals do in the 
rain? How do the illustrations help you better understand this?

TURN AND TALK  Pair students and have them talk about the illustrations on the 
cover of Rain, Wind, Sun, and Snow. You may want to use the following questions if 
students need help getting started:

• What does each illustration show?

• What kind of weather do you see in each one?

Read the Book
Use the following questions to guide your discussion of Rain, 
Wind, Sun, and Snow. Encourage students to share their ideas 
and use text evidence to support their opinions.
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Discuss the Book Respond with Text Evidence

(pages 8–9) Look at the Arctic fox in the 
illustration on page 8. What do you notice 
about the color of its thick fur coat? 

How is an Arctic fox’s fur coat different from 
people’s winter clothing?

Why do you think its fur coat is white?

What items of winter clothing do people 
need to stay warm?

(pages 10–11) Let’s read the text and look at 
the illustrations on pages 10 and 11. What 
does the bird use to walk in deep snow?

What do people use to walk in deep snow?

How do the feathers help the bird?

How do snowshoes help people?

STRATEGY GROUP  Vocabulary 

Multiple-Meaning Words Point out the word sink on page 10 and read it aloud. Explain 
that sink is a word with more than one meaning. It can tell what will happen to someone or 
something. It can also be a place where you wash something. Use each meaning of sink in a 
sentence. For example: I put the dishes in the sink. Our boat will sink in the water.

(pages 12–13) Read the text on pages 12 
and 13. How do spiders use wind to travel?

How do people use wind to travel?

How do the illustrations help you 
understand the text on both pages?

(pages 14–15) Look at the word stormy on 
page 14. What is the weather like when it is 
stormy?

What word on page 15 looks like the word 
stormy? Do you think the two words are 
related? Why?

STRATEGIC SUPPORT  Figurative Language 

Onomatopoeia Tell students that Rain, Wind, Sun, and Snow has many examples of words 
that are written like the sounds they make. Point out the examples and say the words on 
page 4 (Patter-pat-pat); page 6 (Splish-splash); page 8 (Brrr); page 10 (Crunch); page 12 
(Whoosh); and page 14 (Rumble-rumble-roar). Have students say the words with you.
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Conversation Strategies Prompt Response

Asking and Answering 
Questions

What do you think about 
_________ ?

I think that _________ .

Building on the Ideas of 
Others

Can you say more about 
_________ ?

My idea is _________ . 

Think About the Book
Provide students with a web-ready graphic organizer, such as the one below, to 
help them organize information from Rain, Wind, Sun, and Snow. Have students 
choose one type of weather and draw or write to show something that people do in 
that weather. Then have them draw or write to tell how animals do the same thing. 
Possible responses are given.

Weather 
Hot

People Animals

Students may draw a picture of people 
spraying each other with a hose, swimming 
in a pool, or sitting under the shade of a 
porch.

Students may draw a corresponding picture 
of elephants spraying each other with their 
trunks, a dog swimming in a lake, or a cow 
standing in the shade of a tree.

Collaborative Conversations
During discussion, encourage students to listen carefully to each other’s explanations 
and to ask questions when they need clarification or to build on each other’s ideas. 
Provide these prompts to foster collaborative conversations.
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Write About the Book
Have students think about different kinds of weather. Have them choose a kind 
of weather they like and explain what they do and what they wear in that kind of 
weather. Then have them write or dictate to complete the sentence frames. They 
can draw a picture to illustrate their explanations.

I like  weather. 

I  in  weather.

I wear  in  weather.
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